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Mr. President, education really mat-

ters. This year, we have the country 
behind us and several major opportuni-
ties to seriously improve American 
schools to meet American expecta-
tions. But it will take a lot of hard 
work and courage to get there. We need 
all our school laws to work better for 
local communities, for our teachers 
and staff, for parents and families, and 
most importantly, for our students. We 
must keep in mind that the students 
are our real clients and organize our 
work around their needs and not ours. 

We need better flexibility, better ac-
countability, better efficiency and bet-
ter funding. We need to make some im-
portant investments in the nuts and 
bolts of providing education, class-size 
reduction, better facilities, better 
training for teachers and more oppor-
tunities for students to be safe and to 
learn. These investments cost money, 
and we just need to make it happen. 

We also need better leadership and 
vision and articulation of why we are 
all working so hard—so that students 
learn better and faster and have more 
hope for the future. 

As a former school board member, I 
can tell you that sometimes the deci-
sions are not about money, they are 
about finding the best way to do things 
so students can learn. And we need to 
support those decisions as well. 

A great example of this was our su-
perintendent, John Stanford, of the Se-
attle school district. Superintendent 
Stanford, who died this year after a he-
roic battle with cancer, showed people 
in Seattle and around the Nation just 
what we can accomplish in our schools 
by setting the right tone, asking for 
the best effort possible, and not accept-
ing less. Many adults in a community 
know the superintendent of their dis-
trict, but never have I seen so many 
students, young children who knew 
that John Stanford was their super-
intendent and that he wanted des-
perately and personally for them to 
succeed and they responded. 

You will see elements of all these 
ideas today that address all of these 
issues—clear vision, more flexibility, 
better accountability, increased effi-
ciency and improved funding. You will 
see here what America is asking for its 
public schools: We need to set high 
standards, articulate a vision, and give 
people the support and backing they 
need to get the job done. When these 
bills pass into law, you will see Amer-
ican schools that work better, for bet-
ter results, for all of our children. 

I look forward to working with my 
colleagues and the American people to 
take these important steps for better 
schools across our land. As well, I 
thank our leader for speaking to legis-
lation that he will introduce shortly on 
health care reform, retirement secu-
rity, afterschool programs and more. 
These are the issues the American pub-
lic wants us to address and work on, 

and I look forward to working with all 
of my colleagues to meet these chal-
lenges. I hope we can make progress 
this year and make a difference in the 
quality of life in all of the families in 
this country. Thank you, Mr. Presi-
dent. 

Mr. BOND addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Missouri is recognized. 
Mr. BOND. I thank the Chair. 
(The remarks of Mr. BOND pertaining 

to the introduction of S. 52 are located 
in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Statements 
on Introduced Bills and Joint Resolu-
tions.’’) 

Mr. DURBIN addressed the Chair. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Illinois. 
Mr. DURBIN. I yield 5 minutes to the 

Senator from Iowa, Senator HARKIN. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ator from Iowa is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I thank 
the manager. 

f 

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. HARKIN. I ask unanimous con-
sent that privileges of the floor be 
granted to Sarah Lister, a fellow on my 
staff, during the introduction of S. 18. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

(The remarks of Mr. HARKIN per-
taining to the introduction of S. 18 are 
located in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. SPECTER. I thank the Chair. 
f 

STATE OF THE UNION 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition this morning to 
comment briefly on the President’s 
State of the Union speech and to intro-
duce legislation, since this is the first 
day of the 106th Congress when legisla-
tion may be introduced. 

I applaud President Clinton for pro-
ceeding with the State of the Union to-
night. Some say that Capitol Hill is 
schizophrenic with impeachment pro-
ceedings in the Senate Chamber, and 
across the Rotunda we will hear the 
President’s State of the Union speech 
in the House Chamber. But I believe 
that it is very important that we take 
care of the Nation’s business. I think 
that can be accomplished at the same 
time that we move forward with the 
Senate being constituted as a Court of 
Impeachment to decide that issue. 

I have noted the advance text of the 
President’s statement commenting on 
education and his desire to set up in-
centives to be a condition for Federal 
funding. I chair the Appropriations’ 
Subcommittee on Education and we 
will proceed very promptly with hear-
ings on that subject to make a deter-

mination, legislatively, as to whether, 
at least in the view of our sub-
committee, those kinds of standards 
and those kinds of conceptions are ap-
propriate or whether they may con-
stitute too much Federal interference 
with education which traditionally has 
been left to the State and local levels. 
But we are prepared to move right 
ahead with that legislation, with that 
consideration. 

Noted also from the President’s ad-
vance text about an intention to deal 
with the issue of local preparation for 
responding if—God forbid—there should 
be weapons of mass destruction un-
leashed on the American people—again, 
that is a matter which would come 
within our Subcommittee on Health. 
At the same time, there is a commis-
sion working on weapons of mass de-
struction, on legislation which I au-
thored 2 years ago as chairman of the 
Senate Intelligence Committee. John 
Deutch, former CIA Director, chairs 
the commission and I serve as vice 
chairman of the committee. 

We are prepared to move ahead with 
what the President has offered and 
what the President has to say. I com-
pliment him for moving ahead with 
that State of the Union speech to take 
care of the Nation’s business. I believe 
the Congress will cooperate by moving 
ahead on two tracks—we can have the 
Court of Impeachment in the Senate 
Chamber and the State of the Union 
speech in the House Chamber, and the 
Rotunda will not be schizophrenic and 
we can function. 

f 

HEALTH CARE 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I am 
introducing three legislative matters, 
including legislation on health care, 
which has been a focal point of my at-
tention and my tenure in the Senate, 
and again for my chairmanship of the 
Appropriations’ Subcommittee on 
Health. I believe that we can move 
ahead to cover the 43 million Ameri-
cans who are now not covered within 
the existing expenditures of $1.100 tril-
lion a year. There are ways to econo-
mize. There can be an extension of 
health care by making it easier for 
small businesses to pool their resources 
and buy health insurance, by accel-
erating the date when there will be full 
deductibility for health care, and there 
could be very, very substantial savings 
possible on matters which are specified 
in the course of this legislation. 

f 

ENTERPRISE ZONES IN AMERICA 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I am 
introducing, along with the distin-
guished Senator from Illinois, Senator 
DURBIN, legislation to deal with Amer-
ica’s cities. Some are urgently in need 
of assistance. Our legislation is not to 
add new funding through appropria-
tions but, instead, to have the General 
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